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TED Talks to Beyond Profit: Sanjana Hattotuwa
Posted by Christie Thompson on July 9, 2010

The TEDGlobal Fellows program recently announced their fellows for 2010 – 23 individuals from 20
countries and sectors as diverse as dance, agriculture, technology and biochemistry. They’ll come
together at the 2010 TED Global Conference next week in Oxford, to share “the good news just below
the surface of today’s troubling headlines,” and their big ideas for the future. Beyond Profit brings you
exclusive interviews with select TEDGlobal fellows, for insight on how they are using innovative ways to
create sustainable change. Stay tuned over the next five weeks for our Ted Talks to Beyond Profit series.

TEDGlobal Fellows Profile: Sanjana Hattotuwa

In western media, there seems to be a general consensus:
the bigger the media outlet, the more credible the source.
Readers and viewers turn to BBC, CNN, NBC, and other
big names for reliable news on the most important events.
But in nations like Sri Lanka, where mainstream media is
often under government censorship, the opposite is
sometimes true. Sri Lankans, and interested outsiders, are
turning to YouTube clips and citizen blogs for on-the-
ground accounts of ongoing conflicts. Thanks to activists
like Sanjana Hattotuwa, Sri Lankans now have the
opportunity to have a real conversation about the issues
their country is facing.

Hattotuwa founded Groundviews and Vikalpa, two citizen journalism initiatives dedicated to honest
reporting “despite government and the bias of mainstream media.” The websites aim to give citizen
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perspectives on stories of Sri Lankan conflict and bring attention to issues that go unnoticed. They also
provide a forum for critical discussion of Sri Lankan politics and human rights issues.

“Citizen journalism is not just about Groundviews and Vikalpa. It is about citizens bearing witness to
what they experience – the good, the bad and the ugly. Technology increasingly makes this possible,”
Hattotuwa says.

Indeed, the opinions voiced on the two online platforms would not have been heard before the web
revolution. Some see the internet as “the great equalizer,” ever expanding access to information. But
Hattotuwa points out it can also serve the opposite purpose. “Governments that are web savvy can
control more media today through censorship and disinformation than was ever imaginable a few years
ago,” says Hattotuwa. “The new technologies of emancipation are, in the hands of others, powerful and
pervasive technologies of control.”

Groundviews is an English-language blog, while Vikalpa is a Sinhala site and YouTube channel. 
Groundviews gets 2,000 page views a day, and was given the Award of Excellence in New
Communications from the U.S.-based Society for New Communications Research in 2007. Vikalpa
reaches a smaller audience, but its popular YouTube channel has been watched tens of thousands of
times. Vikalpa videos are more popular, Hattotuwa says, as Sinhala fonts can be difficult to render online.
Despite their differing audiences, both fill an important gap in Sri Lankan reporting.

Groundviews and Vikalpa have not gone unnoticed by the Sri Lankan government. “Given the nature of
government since 2005, [it has been] openly hostile on occasion,” says Hattotuwa, who has experienced
personal threats himself. “Groundviews has been repeatedly pointed to as an initiative partial to
unpatriotic [and] subversive content,” Hattotuwa says, although the site has never been requested to
remove material.

It’s an unfortunate truth: as the sites grow in popularity and use, they become more visible to those that
may like to shut them down. While censorship in Sri Lanka is not institutionalized by law, it works
through coercion and sometimes-violent pressure. But despite the wishes of those in power, Hattotuwa
hopes to continue to publish important news by Sri Lankans, for Sri Lankans.

As international organization Reporters without Borders says, targeting even one media source “threatens
the right of us all to be informed.” Luckily, Hattotuwa is not alone in his fight for international freedom
of the press. Bloggers in Iran are continuing to voice honest opinions, despite targeting by a hostile
government. Individuals in North Korea are using text messages to relay important information. Another
TEDGlobal Fellow, Walid Al-Saqaf, is creating new technology to bypass Internet blocks on censored
sites in Yemen. Bold journalists like Hattotuwa are navigating around government censors, finding
creative new portals to disperse vital information.

Reporting contributed by Lauren Zanolli
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Awesome. The level of TEDx events in India is going uphill as well. Some of the major ones
featuring SocEnts were TEDxBITSGoa and the upcoming TEDxGardenCity.

Leave a Comment

http://beyondprofit.com/?p=2237#postcomment
http://www.eksochh.com/
http://beyondprofit.com/?p=2237#comment-12159


July 2010

June 2010

May 2010

April 2010

March 2010

February 2010

 Name (required)

 E-mail (required, never displayed)

 URI

Submit Comment

 Notify me of followup comments via e-mail

Subscribe to Radar, our 
biweekly e-newsletter:

Your E-Mail Address  Subscribe

Want to get our blog feed via email?
 Subscribe

AcumenFund Blog
Aid Watch
Beth's Blog
BOPreneur
Chris Blattman
ClearlySo Social Business Blog
Diary of a Social Venture Startup
Entrepreneur Magazine
Financial Access Initiative

Monthly Archives Categories Tags

http://beyondprofit.com/?m=201007
http://beyondprofit.com/?m=201006
http://beyondprofit.com/?m=201005
http://beyondprofit.com/?m=201004
http://beyondprofit.com/?m=201003
http://beyondprofit.com/?m=201002
http://www.beyondprofit.com/facebook/
http://www.beyondprofitmag.com/linkedin/
http://twitter.com/beyondprofit/
http://blog.acumenfund.org/
http://aidwatchers.com/
http://beth.typepad.com/
http://bopreneur.blogspot.com/
http://chrisblattman.com/
http://www.clearlyso.com/sbblog/
http://www.good.is/series/diary-of-a-social-media-start-up/
http://www.entrepreneur.com/
http://financialaccess.org/blog


January 2010

December 2009

November 2009

October 2009

September 2009

August 2009

July 2009

June 2009

May 2009

April 2009

Featured Posts
What Will The Future Bring?
Play “Hurl Berl(usconi)”
Working SocEnt into the
Commonwealth Games
Second Round: A Deep Dive into
Beyond Profit’s First-Ever Social
Enterprise Landscape Survey
The Trash Economy
SocEnt Alive and Flourishing in the
MENA

Financial Access Initiative
From Poverty to Power
Global Development: Views from the Center
INC Magazine
India Development Blog
Innovations for Poverty Action
Majority Markets
Microfinance Insights
NextBillion
Private Sector Development Blog
Sasha Dichter
 Seth Godin
Social Edge
Social Enterprising
Social Entrepreneurship at Change.org
SocialEarth
Stanford Business Magazine
Stanford Social Innovation Review
Tactical Philanthropy
TED Blog
TimbuktuChronicles
Unreasonable Blog
WorldChanging

Home | About Us | Register | Contribute | Advertise |
Contact | Privacy Policy | Terms of Service | Refund and
Delivery Policy
Copyright © 2009 BeyondProfitMag.com - an Intellecap
Publication

http://beyondprofit.com/?m=201001
http://beyondprofit.com/?m=200912
http://beyondprofit.com/?m=200911
http://beyondprofit.com/?m=200910
http://beyondprofit.com/?m=200909
http://beyondprofit.com/?m=200908
http://beyondprofit.com/?m=200907
http://beyondprofit.com/?m=200906
http://beyondprofit.com/?m=200905
http://beyondprofit.com/?m=200904
http://beyondprofit.com/?p=1759
http://beyondprofit.com/?p=1748
http://beyondprofit.com/?p=1742
http://beyondprofit.com/?p=1730
http://beyondprofit.com/?p=1690
http://beyondprofit.com/?p=1686
http://financialaccess.org/blog
http://www.oxfamblogs.org/fp2p/
http://blogs.cgdev.org/globaldevelopment/
http://www.inc.com/
http://www.indiadevelopmentblog.com/
http://poverty-action.org/blog/
http://www.majoritymarkets.org/
http://www.microfinanceinsights.com/
http://www.nextbillion.net/
http://psdblog.worldbank.org/psdblog/
http://sashadichter.wordpress.com/
http://sethgodin.typepad.com/seths_blog/
http://www.socialedge.org/
http://socialenterprising.indegoafrica.org/
http://socialentrepreneurship.change.org/
http://www.socialearth.org/
http://www.gsb.stanford.edu/news/bmag/sbsm0905/dschooljournal.html
http://www.ssireview.org/
http://tacticalphilanthropy.com/#h_558%23p_home
http://blog.ted.com/
http://TimbuktuChronicles.blogspot.com/
http://unreasonableinstitute.org/blog/
http://www.worldchanging.com/
http://beyondprofit.com/index.php
http://beyondprofit.com/about.php
http://beyondprofit.com/freesignup.php
http://beyondprofit.com/contribute.php
http://beyondprofit.com/advertise.php
http://beyondprofit.com/contact.php
http://beyondprofit.com/privacy.php
http://beyondprofit.com/terms.php
http://beyondprofit.com/refund.php
http://www.beyondprofit.com/
http://intellecap.net/

